Prayers for Others
Loving God, Jesus, our risen Lord, who made
himself known in the breaking of bread. Open our
hearts that we may recognise Christ’s presence,
and with the disciples cry; “The Lord has risen,
indeed” Through Christ, who lives and reigns with
you in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Loving God, we pray our world finds healing
through your Spirit:
We pray that we discern your presence, that we
find wisdom and truth.
That as we are enfolded with your love we are free
to love others, accept those who are different to
ourselves and learn the ways of kindness and
compassion.
And as we journey with you we pray for this
world:
For our neighbour, for our community
For your church:
For this nation:
For other nations:
For creation:
In the name of our constant compassion, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Closing Responses & Blessing
Go in the joy of the resurrection: purify your souls;
be obedient to the truth; be genuine in love;
through the living and enduring Word of God.
Bless us and the people we meet along the way.
Father,
Son
And Holy Spirit.

Simple worship for the scattered
Christian community
Luke 24:13-35
Walk to Emmaus
Welcome
An opportunity to welcome people to the gathering

Responses & Gathering Prayer
Eternal and Gracious God,
As with the two disciples that travelled the road to
Emmaus, you journey alongside us even when we
are unaware of your presence.
As you opened their eyes, open our eyes, lift our
vision to see your love and purpose in us and in
our world. That we may know your love and share
that with all your creation.
In the name of the risen Christ,
Amen.

Music for Reflection
Suggested song: The Conversation
http://peterkearney.bandcamp.com/track/32-aconversation

Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Unless otherwise indicated liturgies ©
2020 Saltbush Community Ministers

You are invited to turn to those around you and
offer them a word of greeting and peace.

The Word around the Bush
Luke 24:13-49 (selected verses)
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Now on that same day two of them were going
to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened. 15While
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, 16but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders
handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him………... 25Then he said to them, “Oh,
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all
the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to
which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly,
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to
stay with them. 30When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and
gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking
to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together.
34
They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he had
been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.
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While they were talking about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as
you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in
their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
45
Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, 47and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high.”

The Message
From your Scattered Community Minister or another
leader within your gathering.

Questions for conversation
●I wonder what you have heard and thought from
the Word today?
●I wonder what you heard in the Word for our
church?
●What one action can you or your church take in
response to the Word today?

Silence in Two Ways
Spend some time in silence sitting still (suggested
5 minutes). Close your eyes lightly. Sit relaxed but
alert.
●You may like to say the prayer phrase “Mar-anath-a” (which means come Lord). Say this as four
syllables. Do not try to think or imagine anything.
If thoughts or distractions come simply return to
saying the word.
●Or you may like “sitting with God” — a silent
time in which we focus all our mind, heart and
soul on the presence of God without trying to
create it. Simply be still and open to God.

