Silence
May those who sow in tears,
reap with shouts of joy.
For all who labour in poverty,
who are oppressed by unjust laws,
who are banned for speaking the truth,
who long for a harvest of justice.
Silence
May those who sow in tears,
reap with shouts of joy.
For all who are in captivity
to greed and waste and boredom,
whose harvest joy is choked
with things they do not need.
Silence
May those who sow in tears,
reap with shouts of joy.
Turn us again from our captivity
and restore our vision,
that our mouth may be filled with laughter
and our tongue with singing.
Janet Morley – Till All Creation Sings, 1989

Closing Responses & Blessing
Creator God,
let your life giving water flow through us that all
creation be redeemed and restored to life.
Send us to out into the world
to live a transformed life fed by your living springs of
grace, faithfulness and inclusion, that your dream for
all creation might come.
Bless us and the people we meet along the way
Father,
Son
and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Simple worship for the scattered
Christian community
Genesis 2: 4a-14,
Revelation 22: 1-5
Water – Living Springs
Welcome
An opportunity to welcome people to the gathering

In this season of creation lets us worship the God of
creation whose life giving water springs forth to
nourish the whole earth

Responses & Gathering Prayer
O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
creeping things innumerable are there,
living things both small and great.
There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
These all look to you
to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good
things.
Amen.

Music for Reflection
Unless otherwise indicated liturgies ©
2020 Saltbush Community Ministers

Suggested song: Holy Spirit Mover of the Waters
John Coleman©2008 Revealing The Holy,
https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/holy-spirit-mover-ofthe-waters

Passing the Peace

The Message

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

From your Scattered Community Minister or another leader
within your gathering.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer
them a word of greeting and peace.

The Word around the Bush
Genesis 2: 4a-14 & Revelation 22: 1-5
Another account of the creation:
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the
heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet in the
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for
the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth,
and there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream
would rise from the earth, and water the whole face
of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and the man became a living
being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in
the east; and there he put the man whom he had
formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good
for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.
10
A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and
from there it divides and becomes four
branches. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the
one that flows around the whole land of Havilah,
where there is gold; 12 and the gold of that land is
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name
of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows
around the whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the
third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates.
The River of life: Revelation 22: 1-5
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of
life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be
found there anymore. But the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants[c] will worship
him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night;
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God
will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Questions for conversation
●I wonder what you have heard and thought from the
Word today?
●I wonder what you heard in the Word for our
church?
●What one action can you or your church take in
response to the Word today?

Silence in Two Ways
Spend some time in silence sitting still (suggested 5
minutes). Close your eyes lightly. Sit relaxed but
alert.
●You may like to say the prayer phrase “Mar-an-atha” (which means come Lord). Say this as four
syllables. Do not try to think or imagine anything. If
thoughts or distractions come simply return to saying
the word.
●Or you may like “sitting with God” — a silent time in
which we focus all our mind, heart and soul on the
presence of God without trying to create it. Simply be
still and open to God.

Prayers for Others
O God our creator,
whose good earth is entrusted to our care
and delight and tenderness,
we pray:
For all who are in captivity to debt,
whose lives are cramped by fear
from which there is no turning
except through abundant harvest.
Silence
May those who sow in tears,
reap with shouts of joy.
For all who depend on the earth
for their daily food and fuel,
whose forests are destroyed
for the profits of a few.

